Workshop 3: The Value of Networks

· Introduction: Brief outline of the Loreto Network and the work carried out by the Loreto Education Centre, with particular reference to the supports in place to develop the network.

· Focus on the centrality of the aim to “educate agents of social change” in the Loreto philosophy of education.

· Brief outline of experience to date in establishing Justice and Peace Groups in each school with reference to what has worked well and what the challenges were.

· Outline of network-based supports for individual schools and teachers.

· Developing the Ireland/Kenya Link Project, background, aims, current status and future directions.

· Outline of the advantages of having a network-based approach.

· Difficulties and challenges facing school networks.

Personal Background

Michael Denny has been involved in education for the last 35 years, 12 of which were spent as Principal of Loreto Secondary School, Bray. For the last five years he has worked in the Loreto Education Centre in Dublin as the Loreto Education Development Officer.

In this role Michael has endeavoured to develop and support the establishment of Justice and Peace Groups in each of the 18 second-level schools in the network. To this end, annual seminars have been held for student and teacher representatives to provide a forum for sharing good practice and giving relevant inputs for students and teachers. School visits and an annual newsletter also serve to support the work at school level.

