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WorldWise/Irish Aid visit to partner schools in Vietnam and India, January/February 2010 
Summary Report

Mary McCarthy of WorldWise visited four schools in Vietnam and three schools in India, 5 of which are partnered with Irish schools through WorldWise. Her visit coincided with the visit of 4 students and 2 teachers from Roscommon Community School to their partner, Xuan Dinh High School in Hanoi, and she was able to view first-hand the impact of this visit. She also met with partners CRS in Vietnam to discuss how WorldWise and Cyber Bridges can work together to support Irish/Vietnamese school links. She attended a seminar of Loreto Principals in India in Kolkata, as well as a joint Irish/Indian student conference on human rights in Bratachari Secondary School, which took place during a visit by John Scottus Secondary School students to their partner schools in West Bengal.
Background:  

This was the first visit to partner schools in either Vietnam or India. There are currently two WorldWise partnerships between Ireland and Vietnam: Roscommon Community School and Xuan Dinh High School, Hanoi; and Colaiste Dhulaigh and the Sunshine School (as part of the Christina Noble Children’s Foundation), Ho Chi Minh City. 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) run an Irish Aid funded school linking programme, Cyber Bridges, between Vietnamese and Irish/American partner schools. It is envisaged that Cyber Bridges will continue to work with Vietnamese schools that are linking with Irish partners, and to support them in sustaining mutually beneficial, educational links. 

In India there are two main ‘hubs’ of partner schools involved in WorldWise: one in Chennai and the other in West Bengal. This visit was based in Kolkata, West Bengal, where three partner schools are based: Aikatan Girls Secondary School and Bratachari High School (partnered with John Scottus School, Dublin) and Loreto Sealdah, Kolkata (partnered with Loreto Fermoy, Cork). 

Main aim of visit 

To evaluate current WorldWise partnerships between Irish and Indian / Vietnamese partner schools; and to provide support to partner schools in India and Vietnam that are participating in WorldWise. 

In Vietnam the specific aims of the visit were as follows:

1. To evaluate the impact of a WorldWise-funded DEIS student visit by Roscommon Community School to their partner, Xuan Dinh High School, Hanoi.

2. To facilitate joint activities between students from these two schools to evaluate their link to date and to gauge their priorities for the future.

3. To gain feedback from Vietnamese students and teachers involved in WorldWise on their linking projects and how they would like these projects to develop. 

4. To meet with other Cyber Bridges schools in South Vietnam (future potential participants in WorldWise) to provide information and advice on the programme and to find out about their experience of linking to date.

5. To meet with CRS colleagues to establish how WorldWise and Cyber Bridges can work together to support Irish-Vietnamese school links.

In India the aims were:

1. To evaluate and co-facilitate the joint student conference on human rights attended by students and teachers from John Scottus SS, Bratachari HS, Aikatan HS and Loreto Sealdah – held in Bratachari, West Bengal on February 8th-9th.

2. To meet with staff and students from all 3 WorldWise partner schools in West Bengal to evaluate their school links to date, discuss how these links will progress and provide support in the form of advice/guidance.
3. To attend a 2-day seminar of Loreto Principals in India, to provide input on WorldWise and the potential of networks in linking and development education.

4. To observe the model of development education in Loreto Sealdah, Kolkata, which is both a community centre and school and runs a wide range of extra-curricular programmes.

Summary of meetings/activities

(1) Vietnam

The format for the visits to schools varied depending on the time available/specific aims for each school.

Xuan Dinh High School

Day 1 consisted of meetings with WorldWise project team (Mrs. Do Thu Ngoc, Mr Tran Van Luc, Mrs Vu Thi Loan), the principal (Mr Do Xuan Ha) and vice-principals (Mr. Le Quoc Truong and Mrs. Nguyen Nhu Quynh) to discuss their linking project to date, the stage it was at now and how it could develop in the future in line with the WorldWise Staged Approach framework. This meeting was facilitated by Cyber Bridges Coordinator, Mrs. Tran Quynh Trang, who has worked with the Cyber Bridges class and teacher, Ngoc, in Xuan Dinh for the past 3 years.   

Following this meeting, visiting teachers Gillian Gannon and Siobhan Cullen of Roscommon Community School facilitated two sessions with Irish and Vietnamese students – one on Irish art, the other on geography. 

Day 2 consisted of a facilitated session with students on 

1. the roots/fruits of their partnership project

2. the direction the project is taking and how they want this to develop

3. development education – an introductory activity

The main outcomes from these activities are in an appendix at the end of this report. 
There was then a cultural exchange (music and dance) between the Irish and Vietnamese partner students, and individual presentations from each of the visiting Irish students to their peers.  A tree was planted in the school grounds to symbolise the partnership between the two schools and how it will grow in the future; a similar tree will be planted in Roscommon. This also represents the interest expressed by both schools to focus on a project theme related to climate change and the environment.
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) meeting, Thursday 28th January 

The main aim of the meeting was to discuss how WorldWise and Cyber Bridges can work together to support Irish and Vietnamese schools involved in school linking projects with a development education theme. For Vietnamese schools, although the main benefit of linking is an improvement in English language and communication skills, this does not preclude them engaging with partner schools on a dev ed theme of their choice (CRS are keen for these to be themes they could support e.g. climate change, HIV/AIDS or disability). CB funding to date in Vietnamese schools had provided internet and computer facilities, curricular outline for linking and an exploratory visit to Ireland in May 2009 for students and teachers from a range of CB schools.

Vinh Long Province visit: Sunday 31 January – Monday 1 Feb

Mary travelled to Ho Chi Minh City where she met with Hue, CRS Education Officer for HCM City and Vinh Long Province, and from there travelled to Vinh Long City in order to visit 3 schools in the province. All three of these schools have been involved in CB for the past 3 years, but their links with American partner schools seem to have come to a natural end. They are keen to continue linking, and are open to working on development education themes, with Irish partner schools. 

Christina Noble Children’s Foundation – The Sunshine School, Tues Feb 2nd
Feedback from Rebecca Oldham indicated that the WorldWise-funded student visit by Colaiste Dhulaigh students to the CNCF last year had been a great success, with staff being hugely impressed with the level of preparation and research the students had done in advance of their visit, their willingness and creativity to work and interact positively with staff and students during their time there, and the visible impact that the experience had on them. 

Building on that experience and trying to establish a partnership between what are two very different institutions is now the challenge – but this should be possible. 

(2) India
Mary stayed in Loreto Sealdah, partner of Loreto Secondary School Fermoy, Cork, for the duration of her visit to West Bengal, using it as a base for individual visits to principals, staff and students of each of the three WorldWise partner schools in West Bengal.
She also participated and helped to facilitate other events that coincided with her visit. These included:

· Whole-school exhibition created by Loreto Sealdah students on Ireland and India, as part of their WorldWise linking project with Loreto Fermoy
· Seminar for Loreto Principals of India: “From Charity to Justice”, Feb 5-6

· Joint Conference on Human Rights and Gender Equality, organised by WorldWise partners John Scottus Secondary School, Bratachari Secondary School and Aikatan Girls Secondary School

Loreto Principals of India seminar: From Charity to Justice , Feb 5-6, Loreto Sealdah
Loreto Sealdah hosted a 2-day seminar for all the principals of Loreto schools in India (as well as one from Dhaka, in Bangladesh). The seminar coincided with the official opening of the Mary Ward Development Resource Centre in Loreto Sealdah, a space which will provide support to all Loreto schools that seek to work for a just society through their students and teachers becoming agents of social change.

As Loreto Sealdah already coordinates a wide range of programmes relating to social outreach and justice, its Principal Sr. Cyril Mooney felt that theirs is a model that could be adopted (and adapted) by other Loreto schools in India, in keeping with their mandate “to stand with those on the margins of society”.

The seminar consisted of a series of presentations, discussions and talks by various members of the Loreto Sealdah staff and past pupils (who are involved in different outreach programmes based in the school), as well as invited speakers (such as Mary McCarthy and Carmel Madden of Irish Aid) in order to build the capacity of those principals present, and to engage them in ideas that could be replicated and adapted for their own school settings.

Joint WorldWise Conference on Human Rights: Bratachari Vidyasram H.S., Joka (South 24 Parganas)

Hosted by Bratachari High School, this joint conference on human rights and gender equality was the principal joint learning activity that took place in the first year of the WorldWise partnership between Bratachari High School, Aikatan Girls Secondary School and John Scottus Secondary School. Staff and students from Loreto Sealdah also participated and helped to translate during activities involving students from both English-medium and Bengali-medium school.
The two-day event incorporated cultural exchange activities with facilitated group work on the issue of human rights and gender equality. Students created short plays and participated in lively debates in order to highlight specific aspects of these two issues that they felt were important. In groups, students also discussed examples from their own lives of how human rights had been infringed. The result of the two-day conference was the creation of the ‘Bratachari Charter’ of human rights, a culmination of the hard work put in by all the participants, which reflected the rights and responsibilities of each person, and action points that participants agreed to undertake as a result of the two days. 
Individual school visits to Bratachari Vidyasram High School and Aikatan Girls Secondary School followed the conference, on February 7th and 8th respectively. 
These visits provided the opportunity for in-depth discussions with staff, students and management from each school about their partnership with John Scottus Secondary School, development education and how school links can be a vehicle to increase students’ learning and awareness of each other and the wider world. Both schools were also keen to include more rural schools in their area in a network of linked schools, in order to share the learning and benefits of linking. Communication between these three WorldWise schools is regular and reliable, and plans are already underway for the joint student conference next year.
