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The Partnership Journey 

        
Students and Faculty present here today.
Excellency and Diplomats
Ladies and Gentlemen.

· I am delighted to be here. It is indeed a great honour and privilege to have the opportunity to share in some of your experiences and for me to speak at this year’s Worldwise Student / Teacher Forum.
 Thank you for the kind invitation. 

· However before I make my few remarks, may we please take a moment  to bring to our minds in prayer the people of Haiti who have suffered and continue to suffer the most catastrophic disaster in modern times.  May God be with them.


· Firstly,  I take this opportunity to recognise the fruitful initiatives by Worldwise and Léargas to enable the youth in Ireland to engage with their counterparts in other parts of the world, and specifically in developing nations through these value-based programmes that  bring about a deeper understanding of the various challenges that developing nations inherently face due to numerous and varied disadvantages. We must also of course recognise and appreciate the crucial role played by Irish Aid, without their contribution, it would be difficult to realise your objectives.

· My beloved country is one of the beneficiaries of this partnership programme and it gives me great pleasure to note that Kenya has the highest number of partner schools involved in Worldwise.

·  You know, there is a very special connection and bond between our two countries. Kenya and Ireland have a long, long history. Irish missionaries and Irish Humanitarian Organisations have lovingly and with unbelievable dedication and commitment contributed to the welfare and wellbeing of people in my country especially amongst the less advantaged and mostly marginalised Communities.

· The Irish Missionaries were the first to embark on promoting education in colonial Kenya. These messengers of goodwill did their work in very harsh conditions,  I know that students from Rockbrook went to Kenya last summer and I know where they went and what they did, and I know it must have been tough but believe you me not as harsh as it was for the missionaries whose sacrifices contributed to the strong foundation of Kenya’s education system.  In later years I was to benefit from this goodwill. I am a Loreto girl and of course the Loreto Networks of Ireland and Kenya are participants in this programme. This spirit of friendship and partnership has persisted as evidenced by the Worldwise initiative.  

· It will unfortunately not be possible for every individual to travel out to the partnering country and school, but when you actually get to go on a trip yourself, it’s a whole different story as I am sure those who have had the opportunity to travel will bear me witness one shares, experiences and sees at a totally different level. However all is not lost, with the proliferation of communication technologies and specifically ICT communication across the world is now extremely effective and efficient. looking at my own country computers are now an integral part of the  schools culture, young people  craving for more information  are  taking full advantage to search, explore, share an ideal vehicle for partnering.

· As the youth, you are the Power of Our Future and I hope that when you reflect you each realise and appreciate the potential that your generation holds to shape and impact the future of our world.

· You need to perceive the future in a more globalised world where you will have greater influence on each other. 

· Hence it is therefore increasingly important for educational linkages that create opportunities for young people to appreciate and understand cultural differences and diversity in working towards common goals.




Partnership
· As the world becomes increasingly inter-connected, we must develop a global outlook and develop a deeper appreciation of different cultures and ways of life and to learn skills to enable us plug into the globalised world we live in today. 

· It is through initiatives such as the school linking programmes and immersion schemes, that many young people are gaining exposure to a different world than the one they live in. 

· I therefore urge all the students and teachers who have had the opportunity to participate in these partnerships, to take them as an exciting platform to reflect on current global issues and enhance their interest in shaping the society and to forge a cross-cultural friendships that will broaden perspectives through interaction and the exchange of ideas.

· You may ask, what are the social, environmental and economic challenges faced by your counterparts in other countries? 
And in light of these challenges, what are the positive changes that you would like to make in your schools, communities and country? 
· Let the partnerships/ educational journeys teach you about yourselves, about your friends and their countries, and lastly about overcoming limitations to success.
·  Always keep open minds and learn to accept each other’s limitations, similarities and differences.

In this programme you are focusing on various dynamics among them Climate Change
· Global warming and climate change is one of the greatest challenges for the modern world. Indeed, it is one of the top global concerns today. Its catastrophic potential must clearly be every nations priority concern including mitigation and prevention to minimise its effects

· To engage is your responsibility. Knowledge will empower you with the ability to make climate-friendly choices today and as you become the parents, politicians and industry leaders of tomorrow. 

· Global temperatures are expected to rise even higher in future due to ever-increasing greenhouse emission levels. Global warming has caused polar ice caps to melt, glaciers to retreat and sea levels to rise. These changes threaten the livelihoods of farmers, fishermen and endanger human lives in general.

· Today, set out to do the best you can in contributing to a greener world and educate yourselves on environmental  issues so that we can succeed in combating climate change 

· In my own country, last year, we have experienced very serious drought. The rains simply did not come. Crops failed, so there was acute food shortage and as many as ten million people were threatened with starvation. Cattle died by the thousands. Water dried up affecting electricity generation and thereby causing power blackouts and interruption with factories and industry. The wildlife died, this had profound consequences for my country whose economy is agricultural based and tourism is one of our key industries. 
Another involvement is the Millennium Development Goals
· Global Partnerships, the last of the eight Millennium Goals that were agreed upon by virtually all the world’s countries and leading Development  Institutions are particularly important for the success of these ambitions. 

· This is the time to consider the implications of these goals for your country and more critically for the developing nations and how partnering now and in the long term will contribute to achieving the millennium development goals.



Human Rights is another of the key issues you are focusing on

· Human Rights facilitate the full development of the human personality and sense of dignity, it promotes understanding, respect,  gender equality and friendship that  enables  all persons to participate effectively in a free society. 

· It is a doctrine that encourages the potential within every person to learn, discover and embrace the world around them and join freely with others to shape their communities and their societies so that everyone can find fulfilment and self-sufficiency. 
· As I conclude, I know the challenges that the youth in my country face and I am sure they cannot be much different from the challenges the youth from other developing nations face. A programme such as this opens their eyes to a larger world, gives them hope for a better future, grows their confidence to take charge of their lives and to start thinking about the future of their countries makes them more determined to strive for  hopefully more tolerant and understanding world as I hope you do too.
· I thank the organisers for this excellent forum and wish every participant a fruitful and enriching experience.

· I thank you all. 
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