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WorldWise Teachers’ Forum
Saturday 25 April 2009

Round-table Discussions Topics and starter questions:

1. Partner school perspectives

· What are the potential benefits of school linking for partner schools?

· What are the potential challenges? Are these the same as for Irish schools?

· What will partner schools hope to get from being involved in linking?
· What support is available to them?

· How can WorldWise grants be used to support educational outcomes in partner schools?

· Once your project is up and running i.e. once communication infrastructure is in place, how can school partnerships develop in a way that supports learning in both Irish and partner schools
· Is development education a priority for partner schools?

· Are there other supports apart from school to school linking that could benefit partner schools? 

2. If resources are limited, what should our priorities be?

· How are resources likely to be curtailed in the coming year?

· What impact is this likely to have on school activities in general, but more specifically on school partnership projects?

· What are the priority areas in our partnership projects?
· Which activities are most reliant on resources?

· Which activities can continue in spite of cutbacks?

· What implications does this have for individual members of staff?

· Are there ways of involving the wider school community and tapping into support that way in response to limited resources?

· How can we encourage more colleagues to get involved when teachers’ time is more restricted?

· When trying to coordinate a project in the face of cutbacks, would incorporating project activities into the curriculum add to or ease the burden?

3. How are students benefitting from school partnerships? Who should we be targeting?
· What benefits have you seen for your students as a result of your school partnership project? 

· What have been the benefits for partner students?
· Is there a particular group of students or year group that you think should be particularly targeted for partnership projects? Why?
· Is the impact of the project different for students at different levels e.g. in Junior and Senior Cycle? Should we have different activities for different age groups of students?

· How can school partnership and development education themes be incorporated into students’ existing curriculum?

· How can WorldWise support student involvement in partnership projects?
· Are there opportunities for students to continue their interest in development partnership beyond school? 

4. How can we involve/impact on the whole school community i.e. broader range of students, staff, parents, etc.
· What experience have you had of involving parents in your school partnership project?

· What would be effective in achieving broader staff involvement in your project?
· Is there a broad cross-section of students involved in the project or just a small group? What are the pros and cons of this?

· What sorts of activities have you organised as part of your project that are educational but also involve the whole school?

· How can you cater for the levels and age-groups of students from different year groups in school? Is it possible to run workshops that include students from 1st year to 6th year?
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