OUR TRIP TO SANTA SABINA, IRELAND

Ellen Chapita and Enock Abraham (Malawian teachers from Masongola Secondary School, Zomba)
We arrived in Ireland on 21st November 2009 and left on 1st December 2009. Our visit to Ireland greatly strengthened the partnership that is there between our school, Masongola Secondary School and Santa Sabina High School. The visit offered us an opportunity to meet the Irish teachers that are involved in the WorldWise project. We had a face to face discussion about the timeframe and we also developed the partnership agreement. The visit brought a human element to the partnership and we greatly benefited from it. It is one thing to communicate through the internet and it is something else entirely to have face to face interaction for about 10 days! Our interaction with the students enabled us to know and appreciate the education system of Ireland. Among others, the use of overhead projectors and interactive boards fascinated us because of how teaching becomes simple. 
We left with such a great enthusiasm for the project. We saw the beautiful smiling faces of the Santa Sabina students and this made us feel great to have the students as partners. We projected the excitement and eagerness that we saw on the faces of the students onto our students and they are just as excited as their friends are. 

We had a chance of living the Irish life that is a bit different from ours. We leant a lot about the school as well as the country. Our school and students were so excited when we told them about the visit and our Dublin experiences.  They kept asking us questions about Ireland and its students. We made a commitment together with the students to live purposeful lives and play our role in the society to bring positive change to our world. 
We visited the Irish Aid centre in Dublin and appreciated the work the Irish Aid is doing in different countries including Malawi. Among others, we saw a film called Khulungira based on the life of a young girl called Memory. 
We visited the military museum in Dublin and Wexford, a thing which made it easy for us to appreciate the history and culture of the Irish. At Wexford, we learnt about the transformation Ireland has gone through since ancient times. 

Our trip to Ireland is a clear indication of the benefits the world can get from globalization. Despite coming from a very different cultural background, we managed to interact and integrate freely in the Irish society. Things like weather, food and social life in general were completely different. One word which is fitting to use to describe our trip to Ireland is BENEFICIAL.
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With a  Home  Economics class at Santa sabina
[image: image2.jpg]


 With fifth year students
