Development Education
A View from Kinvara

‘What are you afraid of? ’ he asked. 

‘Afraid I might have to change,’ I answered.

‘Don’t be afraid of change, embrace it’ he replied. 

I was crossing the desert in Turkana, a remote semi-arid expanse in Northern Kenya visiting a mission set up by my travelling companion, the Spanish priest. 

‘Well this place certainly hasn’t changed much over the centuries’ I thought, looking out the window, over the plains, the nomadic tribes tending their herds of goats among the scrub which looked devoid of nutrition; this, the ‘cradle of civilisation’, the place where the Dr.s Leakey found the early remains of our human ancestors. 
Why was itI thought that this place might change me ………..and why was it a problem?

*         *         *

In 2007 in Seamount College we started a programme in Development Education. This covers activitities such as 

· a study of the Millenium Development Goals, the 8 goals set down at the Millenium Summit in 2000 to tackle world poverty ( http://www.undp.org/mdg/) 

· A link with a girls secondary school in Ghana where the students will study areas of similar interest and compare their outcomes,

· participation in  a week-long development education workshop where a work of art which reflects their ideas on a particular issue will be produced. 

Development Education allows students to ‘think big’, to look at the whole picture. It diminishes the notion of ‘them and us’. It highlights the fact that people are the same the world over. The girls contemporaries in Notre Dame School in Sunyani, Ghana want to do well at school, they want a career, to settle down, to raise a family, to make the most of themselves. Their parents make sacrifices to give their children every opportunity possible to achieve their potential. They worry about the war on terror, the price of oil, what’s for dinner. They watch the World Cup, they applaud Olympians. 
People are the same. It is our economic differences that set us apart, the state of our governments, the society in which we live, the roles of men and women, the place in which we were born. 
Development Education teaches us to respect the sameness in each other and to celebrate the differences. 

It is not a fund-raising exercise, but an awareness raising exercise. It empowers us to make good decisions, to vote for good governments, to demand equal treatment, to ensure the less well off in our society are looked after. 

*     *     *

Crossing the desert in Turkana I discovered that it is natural to be afraid of change. We all seek our comfort zones, friendly faces and familiar places. We resist unlooked for challenges, the unknown. 

And yet to find happiness and inner contentment, to get to know ourselves we need to embrace new situations, to challenge our beliefs and prejudices and to help those less fortunate when we can. 
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