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Rosemary is a member of NASFAM, a farmers’ cooperative in Malawi 

that is offering a route out of poverty to its 100,000 members with the 
support of Irish Aid.  

In the nine years since she joined NASFAM, Rosemary has seen a 

substantial increase in her family’s economic standing. “I have nine 
children ranging from 35 years to 18. There’s no doubt that my younger 

ones had a better upbringing than the older ones because of our 

improved standard of living. We have more food on our plates and more 

money to spend on their education. My youngest is now finishing 
secondary school.”  

By banding together, NASFAM farmers are achieving better prices for 
their produce and benefiting from training and technical support which 

is helping them to increase crop quality and get higher yields. In 2008, 

Irish Aid provided NASFAM with €150,000 and supported the Malawian 

Government to distribute to seeds and fertilizer to over 1.5 million poor 

farmers. 

Irish Aid supports development efforts on a national level in nine 

partner countries: Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, 
Timor-Leste, Uganda, Vietnam and Zambia.  

 


