
Irish Aid Fellowship Training Programme 
Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the closing date for receipt of applications to the Irish Aid Fellowship Training Programme?

The closing date for receipt of applications to the Embassy of Ireland in participating partner countries is 31 December.
2. Who can apply for an Irish Aid fellowship?

Fellowship applications are invited from partner organisations working in collaboration with the Irish Aid programme in-country. These include government ministries and those in the non-governmental sector including civil society groups. Only candidates nominated by an Irish Aid partner organisation invited to participate in the scheme are eligible to apply. The participating countries are:
· Ethiopia

· Lesotho

· Malawi

· Mozambique

· Palestine

· Tanzania

· Timor Leste

· Vietnam

· Uganda

· Zambia

3. How do I establish that the course I am interested in will qualify?
Fellowships are offered for Postgraduate Diploma/Masters level study in Higher Education Institutes in Ireland or in the region. Areas of study will reflect the priorities of Irish Aid country strategies in partner countries. Your first reference point will be the Irish Aid Postgraduate Directory of Courses suitable for Fellowship Training Programme applicants which is updated and made available in Embassies each year from September.  
If the course you are interested in is not listed in the Postgraduate Directory, please contact ICOS for further advice (see Q4).
4. What is ICOS?

The Irish Council for International Students (ICOS) administers the main elements of the Fellowship Training Programme on Irish Aid’s behalf. ICOS will be your main contact point during your fellowship application process, in addition to your contact with the Irish Embassy/Mission in your country. ICOS usually communicates with candidates by email and therefore it is essential that you have an active email account that you check regularly. For further information on ICOS, please see www.icosirl.ie 

5. I am applying for a course in my region. What do I need to know?

Only approved courses at institutes which are recognised internationally qualify. If you are unsure whether the college which you are applying to is a recognised institute, please contact ICOS who will advise you accordingly. 
6. What do I need to submit with my fellowship application?
There is an application checklist on page 4 of the application form which sets out the supporting documentation that should be included with your application form. 
7. I have completed my application form but I do not have my authenticated degree documents and transcripts?

These documents are a requirement of the application process and applications will be regarded as incomplete and will not be considered if degree and transcript documentation is not attached at the time of application for a fellowship.
8. Now that I have submitted my Fellowship Training Programme application, what happens next?

The FTP timetable is as follows:

	31 December


	Closing date for invited candidates to submit Fellowship Training Programme applications to Irish Embassies/Missions in participating countries. 

	March 2011

	Irish Aid’s Fellowship Selection Committee will meet to shortlist the fellowship applications to go through to the final selection stage in June. 

· ICOS will contact the shortlisted candidates (see question 9 below) with information on continuing with the FTP process (including advice on course application procedures and English language testing).  ICOS will communicate with candidates by email during this period (March-May) and it is essential that candidates respond to ICOS’ emails and requests for information in a timely fashion. Being shortlisted does not automatically guarantee a fellowship award.
· If a candidate is not shortlisted, they are no longer under consideration for a fellowship.

	June-July 2011

	Irish Aid’s Fellowship Selection Committee will meet in early June to make the final selection and award of fellowships. 
· Irish Aid’s fellowship award letter and a fellowship award information package will be issued to all new fellowship recipients in early July by ICOS. 
· Fellows are required to accept their fellowship in writing and complete other award formalities as required by Irish Aid.


9. If I go through to the second stage of the fellowship application process in March, how do I apply for my chosen course(s) of study at higher education institutes in Ireland?
As outlined in the timetable above, ICOS will contact you with detailed instructions on submitting online applications for the course(s) you have indicated on your fellowship application form. 

Online Course applications

· You are permitted to apply for two courses only unless otherwise advised. You must apply for the same courses you listed on your fellowship application form.

· You must follow the application procedures for the course(s) that you are applying for and submit all the relevant documentation accordingly. Failure to do so may delay your application. Please note some colleges have their own online application system e.g. University College Dublin. However, 6 institutes (Dublin City University, NUI Galway, NUI Maynooth, Trinity College Dublin, University College Cork and Waterford Institute of Technology) operate through a centralized application system called PAC (Postgraduate Application Centre www.pac.ie). 
· ICOS will pay the course application fees for candidates shortlisted to go through to the second stage of the competition only.  You must inform ICOS by email when you apply for your course(s) and send your application numbers to ICOS.
· You must keep ICOS informed of progress on your course applications.

· Most colleges make decisions on place offers between May-June. Therefore you should not expect to receive a decision on your course application(s) until then.

10. I am experiencing difficulty with my online course application, what can I do?

If you are having difficulties applying for your course(s), please contact ICOS for advice and/or assistance. 

11.  Is the English language examination essential to my Fellowship application? 
Yes. All candidates shortlisted to go through to the second stage of the competition are required to take an exam to certify their English language abilities. Irish Aid accepts either IELTS or TOEFL certificates of English language ability. Higher education institutes in Ireland also require this certification as a core application requirement.
Candidates must score the minimum requirement of IELTS 6.5/TOEFL 570. All test results must reach ICOS by 10 May 2011. If they are not received by that date or if the candidate does not achieve the minimum score, they will not go forward to the final selection stage. 

As outlined in the timetable above ICOS will contact shortlisted candidates in March or earlier regarding examination dates in their country. Test arrangements including payment of the test fee will be organised by ICOS.  
In order to be well prepared for this test, Irish Aid recommends that all candidates should familiarize themselves with the format and requirements of these tests in advance. Applicants are required to take the academic English strand of testing. Practice tests are available online at:
IELTS (International English Language Testing System): http://www.ielts.org/test_takers_information/sample_test_materials.aspx
TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language): 

http://www.ets.org/toefl
12. I did my university studies through English, do I still have to take an English Language test ?
Yes. All candidates shortlisted to go through to the second stage of the competition are required to take an exam to certify their English language abilities regardless of whether they have completed their university studies in English.
13. If I am awarded a fellowship, what does that cover exactly?

An Irish Aid fellowship covers the following:
· Course Fees

· Monthly stipend

· Insurance

· Flights related to your fellowship

· Research related costs if required

Other once-off allowances are also given for books and clothing.
If you are awarded a fellowship for in-region study, you should note that colleges issue guidelines on approximate annual fees on the above costs. It is important that you submit this information to ICOS at an early stage.
14. If I am awarded an Irish Aid fellowship, can I bring my family to Ireland?
Irish Aid fellowship awards are made to individual recipients for postgraduate study in Ireland or in the region. The award is designed to financially support the fellowship holder only and there is no financial provision for, or assistance given to, dependents. 
According to Irish immigration legislation, non-European third level students in Ireland, with the exception of PhD students, have no automatic entitlement to be joined by family members.
15. Will I be entitled to remain in Ireland after my studies? 
No. It is a requirement of the fellowship programme that you return to your employment in your own country on completion of your studies for a minimum period of two years for each year of study. ICOS will communicate information regarding departure arrangements to you approximately 6 weeks before the end of your fellowship.  You will normally have immigration permission to reside in Ireland as a student for the duration of your studies only. You are not permitted to stay in Ireland to attend graduation ceremonies as these often take place up to 6 months after the end of the study period.
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